
40 Great 
Prayers of the 

Bible 

Next Week’s Prayers 

“. . .The effec-
tive prayer of a 
righteous man  
can accomplish 
much.” 

Jas. 5:16 

PPrayer Exerciserayer Exercise  

Is there anything happening 

in your life that you believe to 

be God’s will, but that you’d 

like to change? 

 

Have you ever thought about 

how your life would change if 

God were to grant your r e-

quests to change things from 

the way they are now?  

 

How would you make som e-

thing positive out of God’s 

answering your prayers?  

 

Pray about these things.  
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Hezekiah’s Prayer for HealingHezekiah’s Prayer for Healing   
2 Kings 20:12 Kings 20:1 --1111  

Prayer Study # 20 



WWhat Can We Learn?hat Can We Learn?  
1.  Hezekiah’s situation reminds us of 

the reality of life — often it seems that 

serious setbacks happen right  after 

great victories.  

2.  Hezekiah’s response was to turn his 

face to the wall.  It appears to be a 

common response still seen today in 

what we call the “grief process.”  

3.  Read Ex. 15:26.  Do you think this 

might have been in Hez ekiah’s mind 

when he prayed? 

4.  Hezekiah shows us that in prayer 

we can seek to change the mind of 

God. 

5.  However, there is l ittle to comfort us 

with regard to the extra 15 years.  His 

son Manasseh was born, but became a 

wicked man.  2 Chron 32:25 tells  us 

that Hezekiah gave no return for the 

benefit.  Instead he became proud.  

Perhaps it would have been best for 

him to have died sooner. 

6.  This is a perplexing prayer.  Did 

prayer demonstrate his faith, or would 

faith have allowed him to accept God’s 

news that he was to die?  

 

Questions to PonderQuestions to Ponder  

1.  What do you think might have 

been some of Hezekiah’s responses to 

the news that he was going to die, e s-

pecially since the news came so soon 

following God’s assistance in the pro b-

lem with the Assyrians?  

2.  What are some of the responses 

generally recognized as part of the 

“grief process?” 

3.  Is it right or wrong to pray for phys i-

cal healing? 

4.  Is it right or wrong to seek to 

change God’s mind about things?  

5.  What major failure on Hezekiah’s 

part, worked to turn the blessing of 15 

extra years of life into a negative?  

6.  In what way(s) does the episode of 

Hezekiah’s illness and  prayer illustrate 

the need for faith in God?  In such 

cases, what is faith in God?  

7.  Would you rather get news like 

Hezekiah did or not?  Why? 

8.  How would you seek to help som e-

one who just got such news?  

Hezekiah’s 
Prayer for 
Healing 
2 Kings 20:1-11 
Hezekiah had just been the recipient of a 

major rescue by God’s hand.  Se n-

nacherib, king of Assyria had been turned 

away from his military plans to defeat 

Judah.  This was a specific answer to 

Hezekiah’s prayer.  

However, somewhere near that same 

time, Hezekiah became ill.  The text says 

that he suffered from some kind of “boil” 

but it’s not clear exactly what it was.   

Regardless, Hezekiah responded much 

like many do when faced with a terminal 

illness.  But, as before during times of cr i-

sis, Hezekiah turned to God in prayer.  In 

response, God granted him 15 more 

years of life. 
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