Next Week’s Prayers

“...The effec-
tive prayer of a
righteous man
can accomplish
much.”

Jas. 5:16

Prayer Exercise

Make a list of your own sins.

Next to each sin, write a brief
description of how you think
God reacts to that sin.

3. Pray for forgiveness.

4. Pay special time in prayer
being thankful for Jesus who
provides the forgiveness we
need.
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Moses’ Second Prayer for Israel
Exodus 32:30-34

Prayer Study #6

Study Series by Bill Denton, D.Min.



Moses’ Second
Prayer for Israel
Ex. 32:30-34

Israel had sinned while Moses

was on the mountain receiving the Co m-

mandments from God, by making and
worshipping a golden calf. When God
wanted to destroy them, Moses pleaded
for God to remember His covenant, and

not destroy the people.

Then Moses came down from
the mountain and saw firsthand, the i m-
morality and idolatry of his people. At
Moses’ direction, the Levites killed some

3,000 with the sword.

Then Moses prayed again. This

time it was a prayer for forgiveness, a pet i-

tion for God to relieve the burden of the

guilt of their sin.

What Can We Learn?

1. Moses had realized the terrible n a-
ture of the people’s sin. Perhaps it di d-

n't register until he saw it firsthand.

2. Moses understood the need for
atonement, but appears to be mot i-
vated by the mistaken idea that he
could atone for their sins. Regardless,
it is a noble attitude that reveals his

loving care for Israel.

3. God’s response does not indicate he
forgave the sin. Instead, he emph a-
sizes the fact that all who sin will be

blotted out of his book.

4. God does relent in his punishment
and instructs Moses to continue lea d-

ing Israel to the promised land.

More About Prayer for For-
giveness

1. One cannot pray for forgiveness

unless there is an awareness of sin.

2. Forgiveness is ultimately the sole

responsibility of God

3. The consequences of not finding

God’s forgiveness are awesome.

Questions to Ponder

1. Why do you think Moses became so
angry over Israel’s sin once he saw it

firsthand?

2. What are some po ssible reasons for

Israel’'s rapid turning to idolatry>

3. What “day” do you think God was

referring to in Ex 32:34?

4. On what basis do you think Moses
requested forgiveness for his people?
In other words, to what would Moses

make an appeal for God to forgive sin?

5. What is the implication of God’s
statement that all who sin will be blo t-

ted out of his book?
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